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Order of Worship for Advent 2025 
Service of Holy Communion 

 

 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 
 

PRELUDE AND SILENT MEDITATION 
 

WELCOME 
 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

 

ADVENT WREATH PRAYERS AND CANDLE-LIGHTING  (see insert) 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
The assembly stands.  
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose home is heaven and earth, whose salvation is sure. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Long-expected God, 
we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only you can provide. 
We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war. 
We become impatient while waiting and weary of keeping awake. 
Free us from self-reliance, and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors. 
Increase our trust in God’s timing, and awaken us to your advent among us, 
that we may abound in the hope you have promised. 
Amen. 
 
God judges us not as we deserve, 
but according to God’s own righteousness. 
☩ You are freed and forgiven, saved by grace, 
and ready to welcome the Savior. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN    (see insert) 
 



 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 

 
 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY             
The assembly is seated. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  (see insert) 
 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 

 
 

 

GOSPEL READING  (see insert) 
 

The Holy Gospel according to… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
The assembly is seated after the Gospel. 

 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY       (see insert) 

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 



 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.  
 

 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

OFFERING AND OFFERTORY ANTHEM (see insert) 
 

The assembly stands. 
 

 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE             Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 

 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. 
Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice  
and be for the world signs of your kingdom come. Amen. 



 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise to 
you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever living God. You comforted your people with the 
promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he 
comes again to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts 
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 
 

 

THANKSGIVING AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent 
to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news 
to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion we may know the unity we share with 
all your people in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Through him, with him, in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 
Amen. 



 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The assembly may be seated. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
As directed by an usher, please come up to receive either the bread or bread dipped into the wine. Gluten free wafers are available. All 
baptized Christians are invited to partake; people who are not receiving Holy Communion may come forward for a blessing. Hand 
sanitizer is available on the small tables at the entrance. 

 
COMMUNION HYMN  (see insert) 

 

The assembly stands. 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE                  In Peace and Joy I Now Depart 

 



 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Let us pray. 
God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. 
Send us forth, eager to share the feast, welcome the stranger, 
and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

The assembly may be seated. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
The assembly stands for the blessing. 
 
 

BLESSING 
 

May God who comes among us, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, 
and good news to share today and always. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN  (see insert) 
 
DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Keep awake. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE     
 
 
 

~ ~ ~ 
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Rooted in God’s abiding love in Christ, 
we reach out in faith to serve 

the needs of all people with love and joy. 
 
Newcomers: Welcome to worship at Abiding Presence. By God’s grace, we strive to be a 
community of hospitality and welcome to people of all ages and backgrounds. Whether you’re a 
lifelong Christian, a cradle Lutheran, from another denominational tradition, or a seeker who’s 
looking for a church home, we welcome you!   
 

Communion: After the communion assistants have communed, the congregation comes forward 
by section at the direction of the ushers. Gluten free wafers are available. People who are not yet 
communicants are invited to come forward for a special blessing.  
 

Parents with small children: Children are welcome in worship, and this worship service is 
designed with families in mind. Please feel free to take a shaker or other instrument for each 
member of your family, and to ask ushers for a play bag for your child to use during worship (in 
the narthex). Nursery care is offered for children 5 years old and younger. (As you enter the church, 
the nursery room is down the hallway to the right, third door on the left.) 

Schedule of Services for Advent and Christmas 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 pm & Sundays at 10 am – Advent Worship with Holy Communion 
      with Holden Evening Prayer Dec. 13 and a Christmas Luncheon following worship on Dec. 14 
 

Christmas Eve 
5:30 pm – Service of Holy Communion with Candle-lighting – A joyful and bright service 
where children’s laughter and the music of organ and bells help us celebrate the birth of 
Christ with exuberant praise. 
 

7:30 pm – Service of Holy Communion with Candle-lighting – A peaceful and 
contemplative service where candlelight, piano, and guitar draw us into the mystery of 
God’s love born among us. 

 

Saturday December 27 at 5:30 pm & Sunday December 28 at 10 am – Service of Lessons   
     and Carols 
 

Nursery care is provided at all Sunday services and at the 5:30 Christmas Eve service. 


